% Jesus himself stood
among [the disciples] and
said to them, “Peace be with
you.” *"They were startled
and terrified, and thought
that th(jzy were seeing a
ghost. SHe said to them,
“Why are you frightened,
and why do doubts arise in
your hearts? *’Look at my
hands and my feet; see that it
is I myself. Touch me and
see; for a ghost does not
have flesh and bones as you
see that I have.” *’And when
he had said this, he showed
them his hands and his
feet. "' While in their joy they
were disbelieving and still
wondering, he said to them,
“Have you anything here to
eat?”

ST. MICHAEL'S

LUTHERAN CHURCH

Our mission is to celebrate and share God’s love in Jesus Christ

“They gave him a piece of
broiled fish, Band he took it
and ate in their presence .
“Then he said to them,
“These are my words that I
spoke to you while I was still
with you—that everything
written about me in the law
of Moses, the prophets, and
the psalms must be
fulfilled.” * Then he opened
their minds to understand
the scriptures, “°and he said
to them, “Thus it is written,
that the Messiah is to suffer
and to rise from the dead on
the third day, ¥’ and that
repentance and forgiveness
of sins is to be proclaimed in
his name to all nations,
beginning from
Jerusalem. *You are
witnesses of these things.”

Third Sunday of Easter
April 14,2024 at 8:15 & 11:00 AM
Liturgy of Holy Communion

ELW Setting One



WELCOME TO ST. MICHAEL’S!
If you are visiting with us for the first time, please share in all that is ours in Christ! We
invite you to consider making St. Michael’s your church home. Please ask us about our
participation in God’s mission in the world. By God’s grace we celebrate and share
Christ.
Our worship service at 11:00 this morning is streamed live to St. Michael’s Facebook
and YouTube pages. Please keep conversation to a minimum in the sanctuary, you may
be picked up by our sound system. If you prefer not to be seen on camera please speak
to an usher and they will seat you outside of the video frame. Thank you for your
understanding.

DIGITAL SIGN IN
You are welcome to sign in with our digital sign in. Please use the QR
Code that can be found here in the bulletin or on the tables in the Narthex.
You are also welcome to still sign in on the hard copy on the table in the
Narthex.

Ministers: The People of St. Michael’s
The Reverend Christopher Bruesehoff, Pastor (pastor@stmlutheran.org)
Mark P. Dishong, Director of Music (markdishong@gmail.com)
601 Kings Highway N., Cherry Hill, NJ 08034
856-667-0973, Fax: 856-755-1247
office@stmlutheran.org www.stmichaelslutheranchurch.org

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
From SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24280
and streamed by permission under OneLicense.net #4-711336.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.



INTRODUCTION

The gospel for the third Sunday of Easter is always one in which the risen Christ shares
food with the disciples, meals that are the Easter template for the meal we share each
Sunday. In today’s gospel, Jesus both shares the disciples’ food and shows them the
meaning of his suffering, death, and resurrection through the scriptures, the two main
elements of our Sunday worship.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE “Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain”

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

The assembly is invited to stand. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is
marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God, the wellspring of grace, our Easter and our joy.
Amen.

Look, here is water! Here is our water of life! Alleluia!
Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has done for us.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice thundered over the deep
and water became the essence of life. Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. The
ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. Miriam led the dancing as
your people passed through the sea into freedom’s land. In a desert pool the Ethiopian
official entered your boundless baptismal life.

Look, here is water! Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the floodgates of your
reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter people. We rejoice with glad hearts, giving
all honor and praise to you, through the risen Christ, our source of living water, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

Look, here is water! Here is our water of life! Alleluia!



GATHERING HYMN : “That Easter Day with Joy was Bright” ELW 384
1 That Easter day with joy was bright; 3 O Christ, you are the Lord of all

the sun shone out with fairer light in this our Easter festival,
when, to their longing eyes restored, for you will be our strength and shield
th'apostles saw their risen Lord! from ev'ry weapon death can wield.
2 O Jesus, king of gentleness, 4  All praise, O risen Lord, we give
with constant love our hearts possess; to you, once dead, but now alive!
to you our lips will ever raise To God the Father equal praise,
the tribute of our grateful praise. and God the Spirit, now we raise!

Text: Latin hymn, 5th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt. Used by permission from OneLicense.net #4-711336

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your children.
Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The assembly is seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING Acts 3:12-19
After healing a man unable to walk, Peter preaches to the people, describing how God’s
promises to Israel have been fulfilled in Jesus. Through the proclamation of Christ’s
death and resurrection, God is offering them forgiveness and restoration in Jesus’
name.

A reading from Acts.

[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do
you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk?'"*The God
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has
glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate,
though he had decided to release him. '“But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One
and asked to have a murderer given to you, "and you killed the Author of life, whom
God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. '°And by faith in his name, his
name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is
through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you.

17« And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. '*In
this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah
would suffer. "Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.”



The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING 1 John 3:1-7
God has loved us in order to make us children of God. Though we do not yet know the
full details of our future existence, we trust that God will reveal it just as God revealed

Jesus to take away our sins.

A reading from John.

'See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and
that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know

him. “Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed.
What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him
as he is. *And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.

*Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. *You know that
he was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. “No one who abides in him
sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known him. "Little children, let no one
deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

The assembly is invited to stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Luke 24:36b-48
In this account of an appearance after his resurrection, Jesus opens the minds of the
disciples to understand him as Messiah. Jesus convinces them that he has been raised
and sends them on a mission to proclaim the message of repentance and forgiveness.

The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.

%Jesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with

you.” *'They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. **He
said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? **Look
at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not
have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” *’And when he had said this, he showed
them his hands and his feet. *' While in their joy they were disbelieving and still
wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?”” “*They gave him a piece
of broiled fish, “and he took it and ate in their presence.

“Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with
you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the
psalms must be fulfilled.” **Then he opened their minds to understand the
scriptures, *and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to
rise from the dead on the third day, “’and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. “*You are witnesses of
these things.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
The assembly is seated.

SERMON

The assembly is invited to stand.

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and
for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and
the virgin Mary and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he



ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church,
the world, and all those in need of good news, responding with “hear our prayer”.

A brief silence.

O God our holy one, you feed our deepest hungers. As we share the holy meal that is the
body and blood of Jesus given for us, lead us to share all that we have, and find, in
generosity, abundant life. God of grace, hear our prayer.

O God our creator, you bring forth all life on earth. Calm storms, bring water to parched
places, and protect the climate, that this planet would sustain life in all its variety. God
of grace, hear our prayer.

O God our savior, you offer wisdom and guidance beyond all human knowledge.
Instruct lawmakers, judges, and elected officials to make decisions grounded in your
justice and care for all people. God of grace, hear our prayer.

O God our elder, you care for all your children. Encourage those who are in times of
transition, facing the loss of old ways and routines and anticipating change. Guide those
who journey in grief, hope, and uncertainty, especially...those we name aloud...and
those we hold in our hearts. God of grace, hear our prayer.

O God our center, you bring all people together in you. Help us to remember our
1dent1ty and purpose in our ministry. Move us to love our neighbors as ourselves and to
share in beloved community. God of grace, hear our prayer.

O God our resting place, your Son Jesus promised that we are held in your love forever.
We remember our beloved who have died. As we remember and share their love,
comfort those who mourn. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
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your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
The assembly is seated.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING

MUSICAL OFFERING: “Stay with Us”

Offering is being gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in
need. You are invited to place your offering in one of the offering plates located in the
rear of the Sanctuary or send your offering to the church office through the mail or by
having your bank mail a check directly. You can also contribute using any of the
electronic giving options found on our church website.

The assembly is invited to stand.

OFFERATORY
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OFFERING PRAYER

Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer here

be signs of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus
Christ, our true vine. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE

The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks.
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection
of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our
sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And
so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth
and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
0 4 .
) A ] T ; ; T I
e
JS e J_/ . e —
Ho - ly, ho - 1y, ho - 1ly Lord, God of

0 & . . ,
Yy rv o I | | I ) ' | |
R R T R R
= % & _‘\jﬁ._i_‘_i_ |

pow-er and might, heav-en and earth are full of your glo -ry. Ho-

12



04 .
I | | ! | | I
e e e e ———————
I I I @ I = =i & [/) [ — m—
J T T I I A= - -
san-na in  the high-est. Blessed is he  who comes in the
n H 1 I Z } L
e e e e e e e e e e
§ (o e m—— f i =
) | ' L |
name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the
majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in
him may not perish but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to
accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes. Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his
glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give
thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and
thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these
your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the body and blood of
Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of
sin, may be formed to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance with all
your saints.
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To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy
church, now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Let us pray: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. Come and eat at
God’s table.

LAMB OF GOD
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The assembly is seated.

DISTRUBTION OF COMMUNION
We give thanks as we receive the real presence of our resurrected Lord in, with, and

under the bread and the wine. At the 8:15 service Communion will be distributed at the
altar rail. At the 11:00 service Communion will be distributed continuously under the
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direction of the ushers. Take an empty cup to receive from a pouring chalice (let the
communion assistant know if you prefer grape juice). Please let the pastor know if you
require a gluten free host. When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
“The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.” and each person
may respond, “Amen”’. Worshippers who are not yet communing are invited to come
forward for a blessing.

COMMUNION HYMNS  “The Risen Christ” ELW 390
“Here is Bread” ELW 483

After all have communed the assembly is invited to stand if able.
TABLE BLESSING

The Body and Blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in Christ’s
Grace. Amen.

SONG AFTER COMMUNION
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your love.
Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the abundant
mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend. Amen.
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SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter hope

+ bless you now and always. Amen.

SENDING HYMN “This Joyful Eastertide” ELW 391
1 This joyful Eastertide, 2 My flesh in hope shall rest

away with sin and sorrow! and for a season slumber

My love, the Crucified, till trump from east to west

has sprung to life this morrow. shall wake the dead in number. Refrain
Refrain 3 Death's flood has lost its chill

Had Christ, who once was slain, since Jesus crossed the river.

not burst his three-day prison, Lover of souls, from ill

our faith had been in vain. my passing soul deliver. Refrain

But now has Christ arisen,
arisen, arisen, arisen.

Text: George R. Woodward, 1848-1934. OnelLicense.net #4-711336. Used by Permission

DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE “Christ Is Risen! Alleluia!”

The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by the congregation of St. Michael’s.
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

Olavus Petri, priest, died 1552; Laurentius Petri, Bishop of Uppsala, died 1573;
renewers of the church

Friday, April 19, 2024

These two brothers studied with Luther at the University of Wittenberg and then
returned to their native Sweden to introduce the Lutheran reforms. Olavus published a
catechism and hymnal; Laurentius was a professor who defended the office of bishop
and later became one.
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St. Michael’s Lutheran Church Parish Announcements

BUILDING SUSTAINABILITY FOR A FAITH-FILLED FUTURE
We are continuing to move closer to our campaign goals. With an overall target of
$120,000, as of today we have received pledges of $85, 080. To discuss your potential
contribution or for more information about our campaign, please do not hesitate to
contact Pastor Chris at (973) 570-8084 or pastor@stmlutheran.org. Together, we can
build a future that embodies the principles of faith, sustainability, and community that
leaves a lasting imprint for generations to come.

JOSEPH’S HOUSE DINNER CASSEROLES
SMLC continues to support Joseph's House in Camden with their mission to feed the
homeless. The next opportunity to volunteer to make DINNER casseroles will be
TODAY, SUNDAY, APRIL 14, 2024. Casseroles can be dropped off to the church
kitchen before or after Sunday worship services. Please mark your casserole as Pork
(sausage), Beef, Turkey (sausage), or None (vegetarian). This will assist the staff
serving to meet any dietary needs for the dinner guests. Volunteers are needed to
serve dinner at Joseph's House on the second Tuesday of each month. We will meet at
church at 7:30pm and return around 10:00pm. If you would like to serve, please contact
Ray Kratz by phone.

** Please note that the schedule for dinner casseroles will be adjusted to better
accommodate Joseph’s House schedule. The new dates are as follows: 5/12, 6/9, 7/7,
8/11, 9/8, 10/6, 11/10, and 12/8. SignUp Genius emails will reflect the new dates.**

BOOK CLUB
Join us on Monday, May 6 at 7:00 PM as we discuss The Personal Librarian by Marie
Benedict. Everyone is welcome to join us for our discussion. We hope to see you there.
See Trudy Carr with any questions.

MARTHA CIRCLE
The next meeting of Martha Circle will be Tuesday, April 16th at 12 Noon in the Social
Hall. June Greiser’s group will be responsible for providing beverages and dessert. As
always, everyone is welcome to join us as we are always open to new members. We
hope to see you there.

BIBLE STUDY
Bible Study will resume on Wednesday, May 1, 2024 at 11:00 AM & 6:00 PM. The
material discussed will be the same at both sessions. For those joining virtually, a
Zoom link will be provided.
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PARISH CALENDAR

Sunday, April 14
8:00 AM JH Dinner Casserole Drop-off
8:15 AM Worship Service (In-Person)
11:00 AM Worship Service (In-Person, Facebook, YouTube)
12:15 PM Choir Rehearsal
6:00 PM NA Meeting

Monday, April 15

Tuesday, April 16
12:00 PM NA Meeting
12:00 Martha Circle
7:30 PM Christian Education Meeting

Wednesday, April 17
9:30 AM Weight Watchers Meeting
6:00 PM Greater Kingston General Membership Meeting

Thursday, April 18
12:00 PM NA Meeting
7:30 PM Handbell Choir Rehearsal

Friday, April 19
12:00 PM NA Meeting
6:00 PM Youth Group Bowling

Saturday, April 20
6:00 PM Youth Group Escape Room

Sunday. April 21
8:15 AM Worship Service (In-Person)
11:00 AM Worship Service (In-Person, Facebook, YouTube)
12:15 PM Choir Rehearsal
5:45 PM Youth Gathering Meeting
6:00 PM Meeting
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