SI. MICHAEL'S

LUTHERAN CHURCH

Our mission is lo celebrate and share God’s love in Jesus Christ

Christmas Eve

December 24, 2025 -10:00 PM
Liturgy of Holy Communion with Carols & Candle Lighting



WELCOME TO WORSHIP
If you are visiting with us for the first time, please share in all that is ours in Christ! We
invite you to consider making St. Michael’s your church home. Please ask us about our
participation in God’s mission in the world. By God’s grace we celebrate and share
Christ.

Our worship service is streamed live to St. Michael’s Facebook and YouTube pages.
Please keep conversation to a minimum in the sanctuary, you may be picked up by our
sound system. If you prefer not to be seen on camera please speak to an usher and they
will seat you outside of the video frame. Thank you for your understanding.

Our liturgy includes Holy Communion. Communion will be distributed continuously
under the direction of the usher. Take an empty cup to receive from a pouring chalice
(letthe communion assistant know if you prefer grape juice). Please assist our younger
communicants. Children and Adults who do not yet receive the Holy Communion are
welcome to receive a blessing.

Candle Lighting is a tradition on Christmas Eve at St. Michael’s. LED Candles are
available for our younger children and those with unsteady hands. Remember not to tilt
lighted candles. Also, please do not handle the pew torches. They contain hot liquid.

DIGITAL SIGN IN
You are welcome to sign in to worship digitally. Please use the QR Code
that can be found here in the bulletin or the iPad located in the narthex.

Ministers: The People of St. Michael’s
The Reverend Christopher Bruesehoff, Pastor (pastor@stmlutheran.org)
Mark P. Dishong, Director of Music (markdishong@gmail.com)
601 Kings Highway N., Cherry Hill, NJ 08034
856-667-0973, Fax: 856-755-1247
office@stmlutheran.org www.stmichaelslutheranchurch.org
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INTRODUCTION

In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah declares that
the light of the long-promised king will illumine the world and bring endless peace and
justice. Paul reminds us that the grace of God through Jesus Christ brings salvation to all
people. The angels declare that Jesus’birth is good and joyful news for everyone,
including lowly shepherds. Filled with the light that shines in our lives, we go forth to
share the light of Christ with the whole world.

PRESERVICE MUSIC “Praeludium” Laura Dishong, harp
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE “I Wonder As | Wander” Handbell Choir
“Sheep May Safely Graze” Handbell Choir

The assembly is invited to stand if able.
PROCLAMATION OF THE BIRTH OF CHRIST
The services on Christmas Eve may begin with the proclamation of the birth of Christ,
taken from the ancient martyrology. The proclamation should be understood as the
announcement of the incarnation within human history rather than a literal counting of
years.
Many ages after God created the heavens and the earth,
when human kind were formed in God's own image;
long after the great flood, when God set the rainbow
in the clouds as a sign of the covenant;
twenty-one centuries from the time of Abraham and Sarah;
thirteen centuries after Moses led God's people to freedom;
eleven centuries from the time of Ruth and the judges;
a thousand years from the anointing of David as king;
in the sixty-fifth week as Daniel's prophecy takes note;
in the one hundred and ninety-fourth Olympiad;
the seven hundred and fifty-second year
from the founding of the city of Rome;
the forty-second year of the reign of Octavian Augustus;
in the sixth age of the world, all earth being at peace,
Jesus Christ, eternal God, Son of the eternal Father,
willing to hallow the world by his coming in mercy,
was born of the virgin Mary in Bethlehem of Judea.
Today is the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, God made flesh.



GATHERING HYMN O Come, All Ye Faithful ELW 283
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Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1880, sts. 1, 3-4; tr. unknown, st. 2 Music: attr. John
Francis Wade, Copyright Public Domain

GREETING

Alleluia! Christis born!

Alleluia! Christis born!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true
Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last
day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
SPECIAL MUSIC “On Christmas Night” Festival Choir
FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:2-7

This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the birth of a
royal child with a name full of promise. While Judah's king will practice justice and
righteousness, the real basis for faith lies in God's passion for the people: The zeal of the
Lord of hosts will do this!



A Reading from Isaiah.

’The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness —
on them light has shined.
%You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
“For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
°For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
8For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
’His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
SPECIAL MUSIC: “Coventry Carol”

SECOND READING:

Rebekah Bruesehoff & Pastor Chris

Titus 2:11-14

The appearance of God's grace in Jesus Christ brings salvation for all humanity.
Consequently, in the present we live wisely and justly while also anticipating the hope of

our Savior's final appearance.



A reading from Titus.

""The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, "?training us to renounce
impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled,
upright, and godly, ™while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the
glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. “He it is who gave himself for us that he
might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are
zealous for good deeds.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

The assembly is invited to stand.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Luke 2:1-20

God's greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels announce the “good news of
great joy” and proclaim God's blessing of peace.

The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. ?This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of
Syria. *All went to their own towns to be registered. “Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. *He went to be registered with Mary, to
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. ®*While they were there, the time
came for her to deliver her child. “And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in
the inn.

®In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by
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night. °Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified. °But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for
see — | am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: ''to you is born this day
in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. ?This will be a sign for you: you
will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." '*And suddenly there
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,

4"Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the
Lord has made known to us." '*So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and
the child lying in the manger. ""When they saw this, they made known what had been told
them about this child; ®and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told
them. ®But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. ?°The
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had
been told them.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

The assembly is invited to stand.
SPECIAL MUSIC “Angels We Have Heard On High” Handbell Choir

NICENE CREED

2025 marks the 1700th anniversary of the first ecumenical council of Nicaea. This
commemoration is an opportunity to reflect on the importance of this church's
ecumenical self-understanding and vocation. Recent developments in Lutheran-
Orthodox relations present the possibility of continuing the journey toward reconciliation
between Eastern and Western Christianity after nearly a millennium of church division
over the addition of the filioque clause ("and the Son") to the Nicene-Constantinopolitan
Creed. The Joint International Commission on Theological Dialogue between the
Lutheran World Federation and the Orthodox Church's 2024 Common Statement on the
Filioque is an important ecumenical breakthrough, concluding that the filioque is no
longer church-dividing and inviting further dialogue and renewed theological reflection on
the Trinity and the role of the Holy Spirit. In faithful response to this invitation, today we
will profess the Creed without the filioque clause.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
thatis, seen and unseen.



We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with
the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will
have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, creation, and
allwho are in need. responding with, “Your mercy is great.”

A brief silence.

Gathering God, you bring your people from every corner of the earth together before the
manger that you have made a throne. Unite the church in love as we rejoice in the news of
your coming. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Creating God, you brought forth the earth and all thatis in it. Join our voices with the
roaring seas, the exulting fields, and the trees of the forest singing for joy on this holy
night. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Transforming God, the world trembles amid violence and war. Empower our hands, feet,
and hearts with your Spirit to shatter the rod of the oppressor and turn swords into
plowshares, especially in Palestine, Israel, Sudan, Myanmar, Congo, Ukraine, Yemen, and
Syria.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Shepherding God, you lead us to your love in the face of our neighbor. Send us into the
world to find your Word made flesh in one another, especially those who are sick or
struggling especially...those we name aloud...and those we hold in our heart.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
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Nurturing God, you dwell with us in humble places. Sustain housing and clothing
ministries in this community, that all find shelter and warmth. We pray especially for
youth seeking safety and care. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Abiding God, you remain at the side of all the departed. Grant all who mourn hope in the
resurrection and peace in Christ Jesus. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O God,
trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all. And also with you.
The assembly is seated.

OFFERING
MUSICAL OFFERING “lam So Glad Each Christmas Eve” Festival Choir

Offering is being gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in
need. You are invited to place your offering in one of the offering plates located in the rear
of the Sanctuary or send your offering to the church office through the mail or by having
your bank mail a check directly. You can also contribute using any of the electronic giving
options found on our church website.

The assembly is invited to stand.
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N .
# S e ——
I(T\ | P’
Y J . - c v

Let the vine - yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of

9] .
D’ I ] A — ] N I
y 4N ! I | I / |  I—— |
(— | P s P (-
o o o = | e o —
bless-ing. Gath -er a har-vest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be
n }
— T T e
] I ‘ ‘ I N
% 2 ! = )

fed with the bread of life.  Gath -er the hopes and the dreams of all; u -

11



o o r & &

2§

I
& d h
il

-

~

ufﬁo

nite them with the prayers we of - fer now. Grace our ta-ble with your

| | S—— | | | lh

I | I (7] i J !
:@f—i y m— p~ ] i
o I & d
pres-ence, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to  come.

OFFERING PRAYER

God of glory, great are your wonders among us and many are the blessings you bestow.
Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world, that all the ends of the earth may
rejoice in your saving grace, through Christ our Savior. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PROPER PREFACE

Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.

In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faithto a
new and radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made visible, we may be
drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes
and dreams. Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. Blessed are you for your
Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and
truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for
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his coming. Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take
flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the
Most High, one God, now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as itis in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

We give thanks as we receive the real presence of our resurrected Lord in, with, and
under the bread and the wine. Communion will be distributed continuously under the
direction of the ushers. Take an empty cup to receive from a pouring chalice (let the
communion assistant know if you prefer grape juice). Please let the pastor know if you
require a gluten free host. When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
“The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.” and each person
may respond, “Amen”. Worshippers who are not yet communing are invited to come
forward for a blessing.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
God is now in flesh appearing. Come to the feast of joy!

LAMB OF GOD
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The assembly is seated.
DISTRIBUTION MUSIC “’Twas In the Moon of Wintertime” Cynthia Tjoa, flute
“The Music of Christmas” Laura Dishong, harp

The assembly is invited to stand if able.

TABLE BLESSING

The Body and Blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in Christ’s
Grace.

Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. May we treasure this gift and ponder in our
hearts the mystery of your presence. Move us to discover the wonders of your love in the
everyday moments of our lives, through Christ bornin us.

Amen.

CANDLE LIGHTING

Pastor will light a candle from the altar and then light the ushers’ candles. Together they
will share this light with the rest of the gathered assembly. They will give light to
worshipers nearest the aisle, who will pass it on to the others in that pew. Tilt unlit
candles to lit candles. Please keep lit candles upright.
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CANDLE LIT CAROL

“Silent Night, Holy Night”

ELW 281

The gathered assembly is invited to sing the German verse before singing the English stanzas.
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Text: Joseph Mohr, 1792-1849; tr. John F. Young, 1820-1885 Music: Franz Gruber, 1787-1863
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BLESSING

The triune God, glorious Mystery, holy Incarnate One, abiding Comforter, *F bless you

with endless grace, peace, and joy.

Amen.
SENDING HYMN “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” ELW 270
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2 Christ, by high - est heav’n a - dored, Christ, the ev - er-last - ing Lord,

3 Hail the heav’'n-born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun of righ - teous - ness!
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ty to the new-born king!”

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.

Music: MENDELSSOHN, Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847; arr. William H. Cummings, 1831-1915



DISMISSAL

Glory to God in the highest!

And peace to God’s people on earth!
Goinjoy. Embody God’s redeeming grace.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “In Dulci Jublio”

A Word of Thanks
Many have given of their time and talent to make this sacred celebration of our Savior’s
birth special. Our appreciation goes out to those who coordinated and assisted in
decorating our sanctuary and narthex. Thanks to all who shared in the many tasks
involved in getting ready and to those who shared their gifts in worship leadership.
Specialthanks to our musicians, Rebekah Bruesehoff, Laura Dishong, Cynthia Tjoa, and
The Festival and Handbell Choirs.

Our Sanctuary is adorned with Poinsettia plants to help us celebrate
the birth of Christ. It has been a long standing tradition at St.
Michael’s that our poinsettia plants are sponsored by donors in
honor or memory of loved ones and friends. We give thanks for the
generosity shown to help make our worship space festive and
beautiful. After the 10:00 PM worship service, Christmas Eve we
welcome you to pick up your poinsettia. Remaining plants may be

POINSETTIAS .q0ptea.

+ Kathleen Abrams in honor of friends and family.

+ Trudy & Allen Carr in honor of The Nicene Creed.
+ Jim & Vicki Clemson in honor of our grandchildren, Bennett and Brooklyn.

+ Kelly Daly & Ray Kratz in memory of William Allyn Daly, William & Dorothy
Daly, Allyn & MaryAnn Burgstahler, John & Florence Katz, Jack Kratz &
Donna Chase; in honor of Madelynn & Nate DeBacker, Isla & Bodie
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Westerfer, Bill & Donna Daly, The Congregation of St. Michael’s, and
Military members spending the holiday deployed.

Leon & Linda David in honor of our Grandchildren.

Terri Erickson in memory of Verene Schoenmann.

Larry & Marie Ferguson in honor of their grandchildren, Parker and CJ.
Gary & Laura Fogg in memory of Family & Friends.

Lauren & Nancy Gromen in memory of Clare Colestock.

Erlinda Hair in memory of Francisco & Guadalupe Silverio.

Linda Kassekert in memory of Loved Ones.

William Kraenbring in memory of Alfred & Bertha Kraenbring.

Kay & Wayne McConnell in memory of all our Loved Ones; in honor of
Jimmy McConnell’s 30th birthday.

Catherine & Richard Michel in memory of our son, Ricky; in honor of our
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Ruth Morgenroth in memory of Thel Naltemeier, Carl & Stella Sundstrom.

Mary Beth Neilson in memory of my beloved Uncle Harley E. Shepherd and
loved ones; in honor of Anna Charlotte Howard.

Lillian & Bruce Ogden in memory of Kathryn & Bruce Odgen, Anna &
Frederick Schoenfeld; in honor of Kyle, Kelsey, Maddie, Owen, Mya, Ryley,
and Reid-- our grandchildren.

Dennis Purves in memory of William & Jessie Purves.

Harry Schute, Jr. & Hadeel Mohyoldeen in memory of Harry & Lucille
Schute.

Paul Schrenk in memory of my beloved husband, David Vreeland; my
mother, Dolores Winter-Schrenk; my grandmother, Elsie Winter; and my
aunts & uncles.

Bev Stropes in honor of Vicki Stropes and Jeff Grossman.

John Winkelman in memory of Linda Winkelman.
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1st Sunday after Christmas
December 28, 2025
Service of Lessons and Carols
10:00 AM
One Service

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God’s work. Our hands.
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