[Jesus said to the disciples,]
36
“About that day and hour
no one knows, neither the
angels of heaven, nor the
Son, but only the Father.
37
For as the days of Noah
were, so will be the coming
of the Son of Man. 38For as
in those days before the
flood they were eating and
drinking, marrying and
giving in marriage, until the
day Noah entered the ark,
39
and they knew nothing
until the flood came and
swept them all away, so too
will be the coming of the
Son of Man. 40Then two will
be in the field; one will be

taken and one will be left.
41
Two women will be
grinding meal together; one
will be taken and one will be
left. 42Keep awake therefore,
for you do not know on what
day your Lord is coming.
43
But understand this: if the
owner of the house had
known in what part of the
night the thief was coming,
he would have stayed awake
and would not have let his
house be broken into.
44
Therefore you also must be
ready, for the Son of Man is
coming at an unexpected
hour.”

First Sunday of Advent
November 27, 2022
at 8:15 AM & 11:00 AM

ELW Holy Communion Setting Ten

WELCOME TO ST. MICHAEL’S!
If you are visiting with us for the first time, please share in all that is ours in Christ! We invite
you to consider making St. Michael’s your church home. Please ask us about our participation
in God’s mission in the world. By God’s grace we celebrate and share Christ.
Our worship services this morning are streamed live to St. Michael’s Facebook and YouTube
pages. Please keep conversation to a minimum in the sanctuary, you may be picked up by our
sound system. If you prefer not to be seen on camera please speak to an usher and they will seat
you outside of the video frame. Thank you for your understanding.

DIGITAL SIGN IN
You are welcome to sign in with our digital sign in. Please use the QR
Code that can be found here in the bulletin or on the tables in the
Narthex. You are also welcome to still sign in on the hard copy on the
table in the Narthex.

WORSHIP SEATING ARRANGEMENTS
We are asking that folks try not to sit directly behind each other during worship and
instead sit in-between the groups in the pew directly in front of you. Think about it like
taking a class picture back in school, when you had to stand in the ‘window’ between
the two people in front of you.

Ministers: The People of St. Michael’s
The Reverend Christopher Bruesehoff, Pastor (pastor@stmlutheran.org)
Mark P. Dishong, Director of Music (markdishong@gmail.com)
601 Kings Highway N., Cherry Hill, NJ 08034
856-667-0973, Fax: 856-755-1247
office@stmlutheran.org www.stmichaelslutheranchurch.org
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
From SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24280
and streamed by permission under OneLicense.net #A-711336.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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INTRODUCTION
The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In today’s
readings both Paul and Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep, for we know neither the
day nor hour of the Lord’s coming. Isaiah proclaims the day when God will gather all
people on the holy mountain and there will be no more war or suffering. Though we
vigilantly watch for the promised day of salvation, we wait for what we already have:
Christ comes among us this day as the word and meal that strengthens our faith in the
promises of God.
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE

“Advent Processional”

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
The assembly is invited to stand. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is
marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Pastor: Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things.
ALL: Blessed be God’s name forever. Amen.
Pastor: Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep.
Let us confront our sins, and confess them to the one who is merciful and just.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God of new beginnings,
ALL: we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign.
We have strayed from your paths. We prepare for war instead of peace.
We dishonor one another and your creation.
Purify us with your refining fire and set us again on your way of love,
that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance,
and welcome your coming among us.
Amen.
Pastor: People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living
sign. By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. You have put on ☩ Christ,
and your sins have been washed away. Rejoice in the way of the Lord.
ALL: Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN

“Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”

ELW 244

1. Rejoice, rejoice, believers,
and let your lights appear;
the evening is advancing,
and darker night is near.
The bridegroom is arising
and soon is drawing nigh.
Up, pray and watch and wrestle;
at midnight comes the cry.

3 The saints, who here in patience
their cross and suff'rings bore,
shall live and reign forever
when sorrow is no more.
Around the throne of glory
the Lamb they shall behold;
in triumph cast before him
their diadems of gold.

2

4 Our hope and expectation,
O Jesus, now appear;
arise, O Sun so longed for,
o'er this benighted sphere.
With hearts and hands uplifted,
we plead, O Lord, to see
the day of earth's redemption
that sets your people free!

The watchers on the mountain
proclaim the bridegroom near;
go forth as he approaches
with alleluias clear.
The marriage feast is waiting;
the gates wide open stand.
Arise, O heirs of glory;
the bridegroom is at hand.

Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660-1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823-1907 Used by permission from OneLicense.net #A-711336

GREETING
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
ALL: And also with you.
HYMN OF PRAISE
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Text: Cameroon traditional; Music HE CAME DOWN, Cameroon traditional, Used by permission from OneLicense.net #A-711336

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us
from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your
salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
ALL: Amen
LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH
One of the best-known customs for the season is the Advent wreath. In the northern
hemisphere the wreath and winter candle-lighting strengthen some of the Advent images
found in the Bible. Christians use the wreath as a sign that Christ reaches into our time
to lead us to the light of everlasting life. The four candles mark the progress of the four
weeks of Advent and the growth of light. Its evergreen branches lead the household and
the congregation to the evergreen Christmas tree. In many homes, the family gathers for
prayers around the wreath. Our litany this year was provided by Lutheran World Relief.
Pastor: God of Hope, we know that you miss nothing. As we enter into this new year,
remind us that you are always with us, on the clear road and in the wilderness. Guide
our hearts to a place of grace and thankfulness, even and especially when the path feels
overgrown and overwhelming. God of the wilderness:
ALL: Embolden us to shine your hope into all the world.
Pastor: God of Hope, as we light this first candle, keep us alert to the needs of our
neighbors around the corner and around the world. May our hearts be open to the many
ways you invite us to share your love and your joy. God of the wilderness:
ALL: Embolden us to shine your hope into all the world.
Pastor: God of Hope, today we remember our siblings in Ukraine, who long for peace
and pray for safety. We add our own prayers for all who seek and offer shelter, for an
end to violence and disruption, and for your peace and protection for all refugees, their
families, and their neighbors amid the many challenges they face this and every day.
God of the wilderness:
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ALL: Embolden us to shine your hope into all the world.
Pastor: God of Hope, keep us alert to your invitation to be part of your healing work in
the world. Open our hearts to the moments when we can extend your love through our
hands and hearts. God of the wilderness:
ALL: Embolden us to shine your hope into all the world.
Pastor: God of hope, giver of all things, we have so much to be thankful for. Thank you
for being amid the challenges of this past year. Guide us to focus on your Word as we
look forward to the hope that Jesus brings. Help us to give thanks in all circumstances.
ALL: Embolden us to shine your hope into all the world.
Pastor: Praise to you, O God, our salvation who is near. You hold us in our waiting and
keep us awake to the world. You show up in our lives at unexpected times. Bless us as
we light this candle to keep vigil for your arrival. We trust that even though we do not
know the day or the hour, you hurry to gather all people to your peace.
ALL: Amen.
The assembly is seated
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.
FIRST READING
Isaiah 2:1-5
The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God
establishes a universal reign of peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and the
worshiping community responds: “Let us walk in the light of that Lord now!”
Lector: A reading from Isaiah.
1

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
2

In days to come
the mountain of the Lord’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
3
Many peoples shall come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”
6

For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
4
He shall judge between the nations,
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.
5
O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the Lord!
Lector: The word of the Lord.
ALL: Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING
Romans 13:11-14
Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in
light of Christ’s coming in the future.
Lector: A reading from Romans.
6

Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away
from believers who are living in idleness and not according to the tradition that they
received from us. 7For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not
idle when we were with you, 8and we did not eat anyone’s bread without paying for it;
but with toil and labor we worked night and day, so that we might not burden any of
you. 9This was not because we do not have that right, but in order to give you an
example to imitate. 10For even when we were with you, we gave you this command:
Anyone unwilling to work should not eat. 11For we hear that some of you are living in
idleness, mere busybodies, not doing any work. 12Now such persons we command and
exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own
living. 13Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right.
Lector: The word of the Lord.
ALL: Thanks be to God.
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The assembly is invited to stand.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Sung twice

© 1996 Dakota Road Music. All Rights Reserved. Used by permission from OneLicense.net #A-711336.

GOSPEL:
Matthew 24:36-44
Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will bring about
deep change to our normal, day-to-day lives. Therefore, he urges people to stay awake,
be aware, and wait expectantly, because the Son of Man will come unannounced.
Pastor: The holy gospel according to Matthew.
ALL: Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36“About that day and hour no one knows, neither the
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so
will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the
ark, 39and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will
be the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and
one will be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one
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will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is
coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the
night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his
house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming
at an unexpected hour.”
Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.
ALL: Praise to you, O Christ.
The assembly is seated
SERMON
The assembly is invited to stand.
NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the
Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third
day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in
one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the
world to come. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Assisting Minister: As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a
world that yearns for new hope, responding with “hear our prayer”.
A brief silence.
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God of all, your children everywhere cry out for mercy. Awaken the global church to
the urgent needs of our time. Break down barriers of culture and custom and unite
people of all faiths in your redemptive and healing work. God, in your mercy,
ALL: hear our prayer.
Assisting Minister: God of wonder, the earth’s beauty and abundance is your gift. Teach
us your ways of sharing resources and caring for life. Guard fragile habitats, preserve
the wild places, and protect endangered plants and animals. God, in your mercy,
ALL: hear our prayer.
Assisting Minister: God of peace, you judge the nations. Beat our weapons into tools for
serving the neighbor. Strengthen the resolve of all who work for an end to war. We pray
for lasting peace in the land of Jesus’ birth (other places of conflict may be named).
God, in your mercy,
ALL: hear our prayer.
Assisting Minister: God of lovingkindness, you desire fullness of life for everyone. Fill
those who hunger. Comfort the grieving and attend to those near death. Bring help and
hope to any who are sick or needing your care especially...those we name aloud
now...and those we hold in our hearts. God, in your mercy,
ALL: hear our prayer.
Assisting Minister: God of community, you are present when we gather in your name.
Guide congregations in transition or conflict. Give wisdom to congregational councils,
call committees, and ministry leaders. Keep us alert to unexpected opportunities for
mission. God, in your mercy,
ALL: hear our prayer.
Assisting Minister: God of promise, your goodness is everlasting. We give thanks for
the lives of the faithful who now rest in you. We trust that you will bring us into the
company of all the saints with rejoicing. God, in your mercy,
ALL: hear our prayer.
Pastor: God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our
prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray.
ALL: Amen.
SHARING OF THE PEACE
Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always.
ALL: And also with you.
The assembly is seated
10

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING
MUSICAL OFFERING

8:15: “Creator of the Stars of Night”
11:00: “Watchman, Tell Us of the Night” - Adult Choir

Offering is being gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in
need. You are invited to place your offering in one of the offering plates located in the
rear of the Sanctuary or send your offering to the church office through the mail or by
having your bank mail a check directly. You can also contribute using any of the
electronic giving options found on our church website.
The assembly is invited to stand.
OFFERTORY

11

Text: Laura Dishong; Tune: PERSONENT HODIE

OFFERING PRAYER
Assisting Minister: Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water
to thirsty ground. Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us
messengers of your mercy and love for all in need of your healing and justice. We ask
this through Christ our Savior. ALL: Amen
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
DIALOGUE
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
ALL: And also with you.
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
ALL: We lift them to the Lord.
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
ALL: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks.
PROPER PREFACE
Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through
whom you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in
righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Pastor: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes
and dreams. Blessed are you for your faith in Mary’s openness. Blessed are you for your
Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
ALL: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Pastor: With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of
grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with
hope for his coming.
ALL: Come, Lord Jesus.
Pastor: Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your
13

Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of
peace on earth.
ALL: Come, Holy Spirit.
Pastor: All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever.
ALL: Amen
THE LORD’S PRAYER
ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Pastor: Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God, who has come to save you.
LAMB OF GOD
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The assembly is seated.
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
All who are guided by faith to receive the Lord’s Supper are welcome at Christ’s table.
We give thanks as we receive the real presence of our resurrected Lord in, with, and
under the bread and the wine. Communion will be distributed continuously, in
household groups, under the direction of the usher. Take an empty cup to receive
from a pouring chalice (let the communion assistant know if you prefer grape juice).
Please let the pastor know if you require a gluten free host. When giving the bread and
cup, the communion ministers say “The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of
Christ, shed for you.” and each person may respond, “Amen”. Worshippers who are
not yet communing are invited to come forward for a blessing.
After all have communed the assembly is invited to stand.
TABLE BLESSING
Pastor: The Body and Blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in
Christ’s Grace.
All: Amen.
SONG AFTER COMMUNION
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Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788 Music: JEFFERSON, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835. Used by permission from
OneLicense.net #A-711336

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Assisting Minister: Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy,
bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when
all your promises will be fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery.
Guide us toward your promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and
Lord. ALL: Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING
Pastor: God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in the
grace of the Holy Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever.
ALL: Amen
SENDING HYMN

“Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding”

ELW 246

1

Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding!
"Christ is near," we hear it say.
"Cast away the works of darkness,
all you children of the day!"

3

See the Lamb, so long expected,
come with pardon down from heav'n.
Let us haste, with tears of sorrow,
one and all, to be forgiv'n;

2

Wakened by the solemn warning,
from earth's bondage let us rise;
Christ, our sun, all sloth dispelling,
shines upon the morning skies.

4

So, when next he comes in glory
and the world is wrapped in fear,
he will shield us with his mercy
and with words of love draw near.
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5

Honor, glory, might, and blessing
to the Father and the Son
with the everlasting Spirit
while unending ages run!

Text: Latin hymn, 1632; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-1878 Used by permission from OneLicense.net #A-711336

DISMISSAL
Assisting Minister: Go in peace. Christ is near.
ALL: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

“The King Shall Come”

The Altar Flowers are given by Ray Kratz with prayers of Thanksgiving for the
congregation of St. Michael’s and their families.

UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

Andrew, Apostle
Wednesday, November 30, 2022
The first of the disciples to be called by Jesus, Andrew quickly began to bring others to
the Savior, including Simon Peter. The Bible also shows him leading some Greeks to
meet Jesus, and he brought forward the boy with five loaves and two fish, with which
Jesus fed thousands.
Francis Xavier, missionary to Asia, died 1552
Saturday, December 3, 2022
A native of the Basque region of Spain, Xavier became a missionary to India, Southeast
Asia, Japan, and the Philippines. He also helped to found the Society of Jesus (Jesuits).
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CHOIR REHEARSALS
St. Michael’s Adult Choir will rehearse after the 11:00 liturgy at 12:00p.m. The Adult
Choir will sing an anthem on the second and fourth Sundays of the month at the 11:00
AM liturgy October through May.
The Hand Bell Choir rings several times a year and rehearse Thursdays at 7:30 PM.
New members are welcome. Those interested in joining may contact Director of Music,
Mark Dishong for more information

ADULT FORUM
Adult Forum will be taking a break for the holidays We look forward to our lively
conversations resuming in January 2023.
UN-TRIM-A-TREE
Our Un-Trim-A-Tree program will assist families in Lutheran Social Ministries homes
in North Camden. Each tag on the tree has a name, age, and gift idea for that child.
Please choose a tag from the tree, sign your name and phone number to the matching
number on the sign-up sheet in the Narthex. Gifts should be returned UNWRAPPED ,
with the accompanying tag. It is suggested that the gift be valued at around $25. All
gifts are due back by Sunday, December 11. Thank You for your generosity!
CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON
Sunday, December 11th, 12:30PM
Let’s celebrate the season with a Christmas Lunch! Join us in the social hall for a hot
catered meal, sides, salad and beverages. The cost is $15 for Adults and $5 for children.
We invite the congregation to bring their favorite Christmas cookies to share for
dessert. There will be caroling, games and fun for all (including a children’s craft
table). This fellowship event is open to everyone!
Sign up in the narthex or use the Sign-Up Genius link: https://bit.ly/3UoxNSZ
Pay by Cash or Check (payable to SMLC, with “Parish Fellowship” in memo).
Payments can be given to any member of Parish Fellowship.
(Vicki Clemson, Linda David, Vivian Gano, Lisa Gess, June Greiser, Karen Roorda,
Becky Sahlman, and Holly Zahradnick)
Last Day to sign-up is Sunday, December 4th 2022.
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St. Michael’s Lutheran Church Parish Announcements

BIBLE STUDY
Bible Study is taking a break until January 11 when we will reconvene to discuss Rob
Bell’s book “Love Wins”. If you would like a copy of the book please let Pastor Chris
know ahead of time.
FINANCIAL UPDATE FOR
October 31, 2022 YTD
Regular General Fund Income = $243,193
As Needed 3rd Quarter Memorial Fund Transfer* = $25,950
Total General Fund Income = $269,143
Budgeted General Fund Income = $265,519
Actual income was $3,624 more than budgeted.
*The Memorial Fund Transfer was approved during the Annual Meeting, if needed, to
meet the Budgeted Income. Given market performance this year, it is our hope that
Regular General Fund Income will be sufficient to not require an additional transfer at
the end of the year.
Actual General Fund Expenses = $280,233
Budgeted General Fund Expenses = $291,172
Actual Expenses were $10,939 less than budgeted.
POINSETTIA FLOWERS
Order forms to sponsor poinsettias at the altar Christmas Eve are in the Narthex and on
Constant Contact. The price is $10/plant. Please have your sponsor forms in no later
than Monday, December 12 with your dedication. Please print all of your information
on the form. Thank you.

CONFIRMATION CLASS
Confirmation class meets on an irregular schedule. The class schedule for the next few
weeks is as follows:
• Sunday, December 4 at 6pm
• Sunday, December 11 at 6pm
• Sunday, December 18 at 6pm
If you have any questions about confirmation or are interested in being a presenter for
this years program please contact Pastor Chris.
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MIDWEEK HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER FOR ADVENT
Advent is a busy time of year for so many of us – as individuals and as families. While
so much of our society is gearing up for Christmas we are also trying to prepare
ourselves to celebrate the birth of the Christ Child. Our Midweek Holden Evening
Prayer Service can help provide an opportunity for that preparation. For those attending
in person worship begins at 7:30pm on Wednesdays from November 30 to December
21. It will also be live streamed on Facebook and YouTube. Let us prepare the way of
the Lord together!

THANKSGIVING CELEBRATION THANK YOU
Our Social Outreach ministry would like to thank everyone who participated in
providing “Thanksgiving dinner for four” for fifty families in LSM’s Camden housing
program. Thank you for being a blessing to others!
DECORATING ST. MICHAELS
On Sunday, December 18, we will be decorating St. Michaels for Christmas beginning
at 12:00 Noon. Volunteers are welcome to help.

FLOWER CHART
The Flower Chart for 2023 has now been posted on our bulletin board in the narthex.
Consider enriching our Sunday worship celebrations by sponsoring the chancel flowers.
Such gifts are dedicated to the glory of God and may be offered in remembrance,
thanksgiving or celebration. The price to dedicate flowers is $35. This is the cost paid to
the florist. You may indicate your dedication on the chart (please print your information
clearly) or submit it to the church office at 857-667-0973 or office@stmlutheran.org.
Please have dedications into the office 2 weeks prior to your dedication. Payment is
appreciated at least one month in advance of the date of sponsorship.
If you dedicated 2022 flowers and have not yet made payment, please do so before the
end of the year. Thank you for your generous participation!
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